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Gammon Infra Gets Nod
to Bid for Port Projects

The security clearance comes a week after home ministry’s nod to Adani Ports

MANU BALACHANDRAN
MUMBAI

he government has al-
T lowred Garmmon Infras-
tructure to bid for port
projects, This is expected to
boostthe fortunes of the port
major inavear that the ship-
ping minisfry is going to
awardat least 25 port projects
wiorth TA0,000 crore,
Along with Adani Ports and
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Punj Llowd, Gammon Infras-
tructure had been denied
clearanoe for the past few
vears to participate in various
port projects in the country
The horne ministry has never
cited the reasons for denial.
Laneo Infratech, another infra
company; hasalsobeen consis-
tently denied clearance due to
its Chinese connections, ac-
cording toministry officials.
The clearance commes a weelt

after the country’s largest
private sector port. Adani
Ports and SEZ, managed to
obtain security clearance af-
terthree years.

“We have granted security
clearano:s to Gammon Infras-
truchure to bid for a project in
Cochin, The sscurity clear-
ance forthe company will now
stand forthre: vears as perthe
new rules,” a senior shipping
minisiry official told ET.

In a move to streamline the
security clearance mechani-
s, the shipping ministry
had zaid aclearance onice rec-
eived woutld be valid for three
vears, Companies should we-
loome the move as now they
do't have to approach the
home ministry for each case

The shipping ministryv is
authorisad to grant security
clearance afterconsul tations
with various ministries in-
cluding home, defence and
external affairs and intelli-
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The company's bid for a
project in Cochin will now

be valid. Bids sub-
mitted by private
operators are not
opened until they
receive  security
clearance from the
homeminisiry

A sendor official
atGammon Infras-
tructure said the
company is yet to
receive a formal
notification re-
garding the same.

“Port projects in
the country have
SEENPOOL FesSponse
from the private
sector due to vari-
ous  policy  mea-
sures,  ineluding
security clearance
and tariff regime.
We are happy tore-
ceive the clearance
to participate  in
port projects,” said
an official at Gam-
mon  Infrastrue-
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Decks Cleared

Alongwith Adani Ports
and Punj Lloyd,
Gamman had been
denied clearance for
the past few years

Move expected to boost
the fortunes of caina
year the shipping min is
going to award at least

25 port projects worth
30,000 crore

Ministry has granted
clearance to co to bid for
a project in Cochin

ture. He did not wish to be
identified ashe isnot author-
ised tospeak tothe media.
Incontrasttolndian port op-
erators, foreign companies
such as DP World and APR
Terminals have been granted
clearance for all the major
port projects inthe country
The government has, how-
evel decided to deny clear-
ance toChinese companies to
participate in port projects
due to the shifting relation-
ship between the neighbours,
The shipping ministry has
been strugeling to complets
port projects and managed to
accomplish only half of their
plannel target in the fisecal.
Lack of private imwestiments
wascitedasoneof thereasons
for the delay in implementing
portprojects in the country,
“Private investiments are
crucial to the sucoess of ports
in the country Major ports
have been strugeling to add
capacity in the past few vears
fdue to lack of private invest-
ments and other policy con-
cerns The decision to grant
clearance to major port oper-
ators is a positive move,”
Anand Sharma, director at
Manirana Maritime Adviso-
v iold ET.
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